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The old buildings of Castle Donington are startling evidence of former 
prosperity. Not only the larger residences of High Street, but also many 
houses of little importance with back-kitchens and outhouses of old half
timbered work, have red-brick fronts and sash windows, all of the same age, 
which are a flourish in the classical style that dominated the ordinary domes
tic architecture of the early nineteenth century. The visitor must be puzzled 
by the curious architectural luxuries which have been altered to suit other 
purposes. For instance, a house stands in the Market Place, with a classical 
pediment and a French window which once opened on to a wrought iron 
balcony; but its ground floor frontage has twice been rebuilt, once to accom
modate two shop-fronts and now to house an office. The balanced pro
portions of No. 71 High Street, and the elegance of its next-door neighbour 
are evidence of good taste. The two houses in High Street built for two 
sisters of a former vicar, Isabella and Mary Ann Dalby, command the respect 
due to comfortable gentility. The bold bow-windows of a shop in Church 
Lane and the shy milliner's window in Apes Gate remind the passer-by of 
long-vanished trades. A sense of solid satisfaction is conveyed by the even 
regularity of door and window in Church Lane Terrace, by the ostentation 
of Venetian windows above two shops in Borough Street and by the moulding 
of the cottage door-jambs in Bondgate. Even the brass knockers on the 
cheapest doors are shaped like classical urns. 

In these delightful survivals lies the evidence of a time when Castle 
Donington was renowned among its neighbours for its wealth, charm and 
industry. The author of a guide-book in 1868 could write with complete 
sincerity that it was "one of the most beautiful of Midland towns of its 
class". 1 Today one would hesitate to describe Donington as a "town"; 
only the football and cricket teams are able to use the word with confidence. 
Most of its inhabitants are content to call Donington a "village", however 
much a local antiquarian might remind them of a late thirteenth-century 
charter which conferred borough status. Yet during the past century its size 
has not altered a great deal. At the height of its prosperity in 1841 the 
parish of Castle Donington contained 3,508 people, the peak figure, and 
today, the total having never fallen below 2,500, it contains over 3,500 
people again. But its relative importance in the district has changed com
pletely. With 3,508 people in 1841, it was the most populous place for miles 
around; in the same year Melbourne contained 2,583, Kegworth 1,880, 
Stapleford 1,837, Shardlow and Wilne 1,306, while Long Eaton was a 
village of only 859 people. In fact in the early nineteenth century Castle 
Donington was a small market town, before the great urban agglomeration 
of Nottingham, Derby, Long Eaton and their satellites made it only sensible 
to call it a village. 
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The trade upon which its prosperity had been based was year by year 
lost to richer and more accessible neighbours. When the first local bus 
services about 1920 gave cheap transport to Nottingham, Derby, Lough
borough and Ashby, its shops did not require such a varied stock of goods, 
for its inhabitants preferred to make the journey to larger shopping centres. 
The farmers of the surrounding countryside no longer depenq.ed upon its 
markets and fairs for their machinery and labour, nor their wives on its 
grocers, cobblers and tailors for their housekeeping. Very little new building 
was done between 1860 and 1920. The remains of Georgian windows and 
Regency flourishes are witnesses to the fact that few could afford to build 
in later styles. 

What was the origin of this period of prosperity? What was the struc
ture of local society? Why did the town decline in importance? These 
questions are the most interesting problems of the recent history of Castle 
Donington; it is the purpose of this essay to examine them and suggest 
some answers. 

II 

Castle Donington stands on the escarpment which bounds the south 
side of the Trent flood plain, where a castle used to command a fine view 
of the valley. The spire of the parish church can be seen for miles from 
places along the river, and from the church tower itself, on a fine day, the 
black block of Nottingham Castle, Wilford Power Station, Stanton Iron 
Works, the cooling towers at Spondon and the pall of smoke over Derby are 
all clearly visible; while the massive forru of the new Power Station 
dominates the foreground. 

The origin of the period of prosperity which Castle Donington enjoyed 
during the early nineteenth century lies chiefly in the advantages of its 
geographical position. Economically the parish is part of the Vale of Trent 
and its development is dependent upon changes in this region as a whole. 
Close to the confluence of therivers, Soar and Derwent, into the Trent, and to 
the points where two main roads, one from Leicester to Derby and one from 
Birmingham to Nottingham, cross that river, it was able to benefit from 
the improvements in transport by river, canal and road, which were made 
during the late eighteenth century. Good communications gave Castle 
Donington both an economic status of its own and close connexions with 
more important developments in Nottingham and Derby. 

This large village, which had a rapidly increasing population, was pre
sented with two opportunities : it could become either a small market town 
or a place suitable for the development of industry; or a combination of 
both, a market with allied industries. Its expansion possessed two corres
ponding aspects which suggest a convenient method of interpreting its 
history. From the point of view of a local farmer, it was a trading centre 
which could supply him with an ever-increasing range of goods; from the 
point of view of a manufacturer who wished to enrol on his books workers 
who would operate his machines or add the finishing touches to his products 
in their homes, it was a good source of labour where small factories might 
prosper. Its trade, on the one hand, possessed a distinctly parochial nature, 
confined to supplying the needs of the surrounding countryside, and, on the 
other, hankered after the development of manufacturing interests with wider 
horizons and greater ambitions. The existence of these two aspects pro
vides a useful distinction in the interpretation of its history. 
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Castle Donington became a small market town which never fully 
acquired urban ideas. Its inhabitants were proud to call it a "town", and 
there is some evidence that they possessed an eagerness for self-government: 
the Vestry meeting for the election of churchwardens was always well 
attended, and many participated in the organisation of chapels and Friendly 
Societies. There was a social elite, gentlemen and professional people, who 
were expected to lead local activities. But its society never became urbane. 
The loyalty of its leaders was first to the Earl of Huntingdon or the 
Marquess of Hastings and not to the interests of the town. The example of 
Castle Donington shows how far a place may develop towards urban status 
without breaking the social order of the countryside, which depends upon 
individual obligations and not upon a sense of corporateness. 

Having established that Castle Donington was well supplied with com
munications, there is yet the further question : why should Castle Donington 
and not other villages in the district be offered this opportunity of develop
ment? Was not Kegworth better placed on the main Leicester-Derby road 
and close to the Soar Navigation? Perhaps the simplest answer is that, 
before the development of roads and canals, Castle Dorrington was a large 
village with a more prosperous community of shopkeepers and craftsmen, 
blessed with aristocratic patronage from the Hastings family in Donington 
Park. The improvements of the late eighteenth century stimulated a pro
cess which had already begun. The expansion of Loughborough, which 
doubled its population in twenty years, between 18II and 1831, is a 
parallel development. 

How did the improvement in transport during the late eighteenth cen
tury assist the growth of Castle Donington? The river trade of the Trent 
used to link up all settlements in the valley, and the head of navigation, 
recognised since the late seventeenth century, was Wilne Ferry,2 which lay 
in the parish of Castle Donington where the Leicester-Derby road crossed the 
river. Particularly in the eighteenth century many Donington men were 
watermen, engaged in the transport of goods which were brought by road 
to the ferry and there shipped to all points along the Trent and its navi
gable tributaries. For instance, Derbyshire l~ad was taken to ocean-going 
vessels in the Humber.3 In the burial registers of the parish several families 
are shown to have been watermen on the river for generations. Thomas 
Twells, for example, was a boatman rich enough to erect a windmill in 1772, 
which stood on the hill south of the town until the building of an aerodrome 
during the 1939-45 war compelled its destruction. But his son, Thomas, 
was less lucky, being drowned at his job in 1832.4 Until the railways 
decreased the amount of river and canal traffic, a substantial body of men 
in neighbouring parishes were employed as boatmen or watermen. Accord
ing to the national census schedules for 1841,s 70 men in Castle Donington 
and 33 in Long Eaton were engaged as boatmen. On the night the census 
was taken, many more were away from home, so that the enumerator put 
down in his book as head of the family, "boatman's wife". To be married 
to a boatman was like being married to a sailor. 

The building of canals improved the river trade and the opportunities 
of Donington men. In the neighbouring parish of Shardlow, Derbyshire, 
the Trent and Mersey Canal, which was completed in 1777, finished its 
course. Along the banks of the new canal a small inland port grew up, in 
which Donington men settled and were employed. The Hon. John Byng 
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when he journeyed through the district in June 1789 noted so many mer
chants' houses and wharves sprinkled with gardens "as to form as happy 
a scenery of business as can be surveyed".6 James Sutton and John 
Soresby, who controlled most of the barge traffic leaving the wharves at 
Shardlow during the early nineteenth century, came from local families, 
and the Suttons, through the wealth they won in the canal trade, became 
the owners of Shardlow Hall. Locally it is rumoured that several of 
Sutton's barges, "Trent keels", had false bottoms which were used for 
smuggling goods past the customs at Hull, and th~t a large proportion of 
Sutton's profit came by avoiding the import duty on salt, which was loaded 
into the false bottoms from foreign merchant ships in the Humber estuary. 
During the 1830s Shardlow drove a busy trade: for carriage by road to 
London, Pickford's caravans left daily and Pettifor & Son's wagon passed 
through every Tuesday and Friday at midnight; for conveyance by water, 
as the advertisements read, "to Derby, Market Harborough, Hull, Sleaford, 
Loughborough, Leicester, Nottingham, Grantham, Lincoln, Newark, Bos
ton, Gainsborough, Horncastle, Manchester, Melton Mowbray, etc., and to 
all places on the line of the Trent-Mersey and Bridgewater canals", the 
fly-boats of James Sutton and the Shardlow Boat Company left every day, 
and those of John Soresby and William Flack four times a week.7 Fantastic 
profits were made by the owners of the Soar Navigation through the ship
ment of coal to Leicester; in 1796 the Company had paid a dividend of 30% 
for several years, in 1805 it paid 96% and in 1824 its £100 shares stood at 
£4,600. 8 According to Glover's directory of 1829, three firms dealing in 
bulk goods maintained agents in Shardlow-Cort & Co., paper dealers, 
Leicester; Shipton & Co., timber merchants, Wolverhampton; and Daniel & 
Co., iron merchants, London. The derelict wharves and warehouses which 
stand today are evidence of the extent of this trade. Behind Shardlow 
Lodge, there remain the boat-horse stables, on top of which a lantern was 
hung every night to remind late barges that they were approaching home. 
These stables are now threatened with demolition. 

The river traffic made sites on the river bank suitable for development. 
The King's Mills, so called after the long period (1400-1609) when they 
were Crown property, acquired a new importance. The waters of the Trent, 
which had provided power for a mill on this site since the compilation of 
the Domesday Book, drove the wheels of three factories, a paper mill, a 
corn mill and a grist mill, grinding alabaster, flints and dye woods, all three 
being leased from Donington Park Estate. The corn mill and the grist mill 
used water power throughout their existence, but steam machinery was 
installed in the paper mill about 1830.9 The alabaster which was ground 
into plaster was shipped down the river in barges from the quarries at 
Chellaston, Derbyshire. In 1840 the grist mill was leased by a Birmingham 
firm, Samuel Lloyd & Son. 10 The latter employed a local manager, Joseph 
Bowman, an old Quaker who died in February 1859, but about 1855 he was 
displaced by Dr. William Lloydn who had been suspended from the medical 
profession for homeopathic practices. The firm, wishing to help this un
fortunate member of the family, gave Dr. Lloyd a job and a house, now 
called the Priest's House, where Mrs. Lloyd ran a small school in order to 
support their large family. Both the grist and the paper mill became part of 
larger concerns in Derby. About 1860 the Lloyds sold out to Pegg, Harper 
& Co., and the paper mill, which had been working since 1744 and was 
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High Street, showing the Cedar, traditionally supposed to have been a reject from those 
ordered for Donington Park by the 1st Marquess of Hastings. Cedar House, behind the 

tree, was the home of the Towles, solicitors 
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managed by the Dixon brothers of Castle Donington, became part of 
another Derby firm, Hobson & Siddel.12 

By the side of the river at Cavendish Bridge, John Fletcher and Stm in 
1815 established a brewery. Placed between the river and the road from 
Leicester to Derby, it seems to have relied on road traffic, because there was 
no wharf on the river bank until the unused buildings were acquired by the 
Trent Navigation Company in 1931. 

About 1840 the brewery was acquired by the Eaton family who seem 
to have come from Sutton-on-the-Hill, Derbyshire. At the national census 
of 1841, George Trussel Eaton and John Eaton, aged 20 and 15 years 
respectively, were living in the house next the brewery, and on the night the 
census was taken, their father, William, a farmer from Sutton-on-the-Hill, 
was staying with them.'3 George Eaton, a tanner, who kept the tan-yard 
at the corner of Bondgate and the Spital in Castle Donington, and the Rev. 
John Eaton, who was the vicar of Shardlow, were probably brothers of 
William Eaton and therefore uncles of the two young brewers. The elder, 
George Trussel Eaton, maintained the brewery throughout his life. Living 
in a large house next the brewery, where he brought up his family, he acted 
as a small squire to his workpeople. He built stables and a kitchen garden 
in the fields to the south of the brewery, and for the children of his work
men at Cavendish Bridge in 1859 founded a school, which he allowed the 
vicars of Castle Donington and Shardlow to use for services on Sunday 
afternoons.14 The ruins of his house were destroyed in 1955 to make way 
for the new Cavendish Bridge. His widow, Julia, in June 1884 married 
James Roney-Dougal who had originally come to Cavendish Bridge to learn 
the brewing trade, but had later been ordained. Roney-Dougal became 
vicar of Castle Donington in 1890 through the help of his wife's brother, 
Henry Sandford, who bought the right to present at the next vacancy from 
the owner of the advowson, Lord Donington. The family circle of the 
Eatons was important in the society of the town during the 1890s. 

Road-traffic found at Castle Donington a suitable stopping place, and 
in the era of coach-travel both goods and customers arrived by road. The 
Turnpike Trust for the Leicester-Derby road was first authorised in 1738 
and that for the Tamworrh-Sawley-Nottingham road through Donington 
in 1760.15 These roads met at Sawley cross-roads which is just outside the 
parish boundary, but Castle Donington was a suitable stopping-place for 
travellers on the Tamworth road, and Wilne Ferry, where the coaches had 
to cross the river, for those on the Leicester road. Communications were 
improved when Wilne Ferry and Sawley Ferry were replaced by Cavendish 
Bridge (1771) and Harrington Bridge (1790) respectively. Round the old 
village green in Castle Donington stood three coaching inns. The largest 
and newest was Rawdon Hotel, built about 1794; it still stands as a private 
residence, called the Manor House. Its stables, with standings for eleven 
horses, coach-house and post-boys' dormitories, have hardly been altered, 
and its interio; decorations in the Adam style are evidence of a flourishing 
trade. The other two inns, the Moira Arms and the Turk's Head, had less 
accommodation. The Rawdon and the Moira are of course named after 
their local aristocrat and patron, Francis Rawdon, Lord Moira, for whom 
the present Donington Hall was built in 1790-1800. With the decline of 
coach traffic the Rawdon Hotel was closed about 1850, and converted into 
a private house. The village green, which lay in front of it, was enclosed as 
a front garden. 
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The agricultural community of Castle Donington during this period 
also underwent great changes. The enclosure of the open fields by an Act 
of Parliament in 1778 concerned over 2,432 acres, or about 68% of the total 
area of the parish. 16 The only important part of the map of the parish which 
was not redrawn at this time was the old enclosure of Donington Park, the 
property of the Earl of Huntingdon, which consisted of 769 acres of meadow 
and woodland. The enclosure award, which lists the new allotments made 
by the enclosure commissioners, reveals a state of affairs of long standing: 
the greater part of the land was owned by local gentry and just over half 
the number of proprietors concerned, 75 out of 142, received less than 5 
acres. The largest blocks of land were allotted to Leonard Fosbrooke of 
Shardlow Hall, an area of meadow in the Trent Valley on which West 
Meadow Farm was built, and an area of arable in the Stonehill field, later 
called Windmill Fields after the building of a windmill in 1772, running 
behind all the houses on the east side of High Street. The West Meadow 
allotment of 250 acres was a compensation to Fosbrooke as the impropriator 
of the great tithes. r7 The most important consequence of the enclosure was 
an increase in pastoral farming. An interesting feature of Castle Donington 
as a small market town was the large number of farmer-butchers. They 
bought beasts for fattening on the excellent pastures by the side of the river, 
and slaughtered them for retail in Donington. 

If we compare the agricultural community of 1780, however, with that 
of 1830, by examining the land-tax assessments and the evidence of the 
national census, it is evident that during those fifty years the serious farming 
of the parish was gradually confined to fewer hands, although many 
families retained plots of land for gardens or orchards. The land-tax assess
ments show that the number of persons owning less than one acre increased 
during the 1820s and 183os.18 The proportion of the population employed 
in agriculture, according to national census figures, fell after the peace of 
1815, from 40% in 18n to 14% in 1831, at a time when the total popu
lation of the parish was increasing rapidly. The elimination of the small 
farmer is shown in the figures of the 1831 census when the total population 
of the parish was 3,182. Of 736 men over 20 years old, II4 were employed 
in agriculture: 12 farmers, employing 95 labourers, and 7 smallholders. 
Ten years later, according to the census schedules for 1841, there were IIO 
agricultural labourers. Therefore the increase in the total population of 
these years did not, and probably could not, increase the numbers employed 
in agriculture. The opportunities offered by the retail trade and industry 
were more attractive. 

The census of 1851 recorded the birthplaces of the population and it is 
therefore possible to estimate the effects of industrial changes upon its dis
tribution. The 3,028 inhabitants of Castle Donington in 1851 were divided 
by the enumerators into 692 households. If we confine ourselves to the 
heads of these households, 348 out of 692 were born in Castle Donington, 
and 305 in other places in Leicestershire, Derbyshire and N-0ttinghamshire. 
These figures show quite clearly that the expansion of Castle Donington 
was due both to the natural increase of local families and to the immigration 
of families from neighbouring places. The population had been growing 
rapidly since the beginning of the eighteenth century. A good index of 
this increase is the number of marriages celebrated in the parish church-
57 in the decade 1751-60, but 106 in the decade 1761-70 and 143 in the 
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decade 1791-1800. The number of baptisms recorded in the parish registers 
rose from 263 for the decade 1751-60 to 544 for the decade 1791-1800.19 

According to the census returns, the total population of the parish, of which 
well over 90% lived in the town itself, rose from 1,959 in 1801 to 3,508 in 
1841, the peak figure which has been surpassed only recently. 

The most rapid increase in the total population, that of 622, took place 
during the decade 1821-1831. It is significant that during the five years 
1820-1825 the bobbin-net lace trade in Nottingham enjoyed a period of un
paralleled prosperity. Anyone with capital enough to acquire the new 
lace machinery could make handsome profits, and the wages of the machine 
operatives were unbelievably good, ranging between £5 and £10 a week. The 
rise in the population of Donington coincided with a "boom" in the bobbin
net lace trade, which affected the whole Vale of Trent like an epidemic, 
known locally as the "twist net fever", and the decline from the peak figure 
of 3,508 in 1841 coincided with a "shunp" in the same trade, which lasted 
throughout the early 184os.20 

It might therefore be argued that the rise and fall in the population of 
Castle Donington was the result of exceptional circumstances in the lace 
trade, which affected only the poorer ranks of the society of the town, while 
the economy of the market and retail trades, supplying local needs, was 
less disturbed by such violent fluctuations. Slumps in the lace trade caused 
much unemployment and distress in Nottingham, particularly in the years 
immediately following 1837, and in other villages in the Trent Valley where 
families had taken in work "put out" by Nottingham manufacturers. 
Donington took its share of poverty, but still had a thriving market trade 
in its own right. 

The "twist net fever" illustrates the two aspects of the expansion of 
Castle Donington already mentioned. On the one hand, the town had 
developed a market and retail trade, and on the other, it had become a 
place where industrial factories were established. The lace trade affected 
Donington in two corresponding ways: small manufacturers began busi
nesses, with the intention of supplying primarily the local market by 
retailing their own products; and Nottingham manufacturers with larger 
concerns "put out" work in Donington homes and established small 
factories. 

Industry in Castle Donington therefore always appears to have faced 
two ways, inwards to the local market and outwards to the industries and 
markets of the Vale of Trent. This obvious distinction, common to all 
urban industry, should not be forgotten when interpreting the history of 
Castle Donington, simply because it is so obvious. Castle Donington might 
be appropriately called "the town which never really grew up". This distinc
tion, already expressed in the two aspects of the expansion, makes clear from 
the start, in the first place, that the rise and fall in the population was asso
ciared with industrial developments in the region as a whole, which must 
not be allowed to obscure the work of small local industries, and, in the 
second place, that the town declined only gradually because it had a 
relatively independent economy of its own. As far as it is possible local 
industry will be treated below in its two aspects, that related to outside 
manufacturing interests and that related to local markets. 

John Blackner in his History of Nottingham (1815) noted that Castle 
Donington contained framework-knitters doing work "put out" by Notting-
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ham masters. According to the census of stocking frames made in 1844,21 

it contained I ro machines, while Belton contained 93, Diseworth 62, 
Loughborough 906 and Long Eaton 24. Nothing is known of the con
ditions of work among the framework-knitters of Donington, because they 
sent no representatives before the Royal Commission on Framework 
Knitters, which reported in 1845.22 The vicar of Belton, the Rev. Robert 
Blunt, who represented his parish before the Commissioners, stated that 
there was plenty of work for the framework-knitters of this district; but 
wages were so low that the men were overworked. He knew that this state 
of affairs was reflected in their church-going habits : after their long walk 
to Loughborough with the week's work on Saturday evenings,· the men 
always lay in bed on Sunday mornings. According to the evidence of the 
representatives of Diseworth, many knitters were at the mercy of "bagmen", 
like John George of Long Whatton, "who do not give wages in cash as a 
rule". From the 1820s Nottingham manufacturers "put out" bobbin-net lace 
machines, as well as stocking frames. 

The finishing processes were even more important in domestic indus
try of this kind than the actual manufacture. The dutiful wives and 
daughters of working-class families "took in" bundles of machine-made lace 
and hosiery to add the finishing touches. The most common task was that 
of "lace-running", examining the lace for faults, mending the ragged edges 
and drawing threads to complete the design; according to the national 
census schedules for 1841, II6 women and girls were engaged at this work. 
Others were employed in embroidery, either of "clocks" on hosiery, a task 
called "chevoning", or of patterns on the machine-made net, which was 
often performed on large frames outside cottage door8 in the open air. 

Thomas and Elizabeth Lees and their five children, who lived in Church 
Lane, were a typical working-class family enjoying a reasonable standard of 
living. Thomas was born in August 1810, and his wife a few months later; 
they were married before either had reached the age of twenty-one in June 
1831. According to the national census schedules of 1851, Thomas was an 
agricultural labourer, and his wife and two eldest daughters, Harriet, aged 
16, and Fanny, aged 9, were all lace-runners. His eldest son, David, aged 12, 
was following his father as a ploughboy. The two youngest children, Joseph, 
aged 6, and Kitty, aged 3, were sent to school-certainly, in the case of 
Kitty, to keep·her out of the way while the women did their lace work in 
the home. The family of Robert and Sarah Burton was similarly employed 
in 1851. Robert was a silk blond-maker, and his wife and two eldest 
daughters, Sarah Ann, aged 15, and Jane, aged 12, were again all lace
runners. The two boys, Sam, aged 14, and Henry, aged 10, were higglers 
of coal and salt respectively, while the three youngest girls were at school.2 3 

These examples show how vital was the work of the women and child
ren to the livelihood of the ordinary working-class family. All children left 
school at an early age, and the girls in particular were expected to help their 
mothers with the lace and hosiery work in the home. The local school
master's efforts to enforce a regular attendance of his children at school 
were in vain, and the log books of the Parochial School are a record of con
tinual disappointments. Not only was he expected to make allowances for 
Sunday-School treats, flower shows and point-to-point races, but also he 
had to accept the regular contractions and expansions of school attendance 
according to the needs of the agricultural and industrial year. All the 
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children of farming families might be called upon to supply the seasonal 
requirements of labour. In a town like Castle Donington, also renowned 
for the old craft of basket-making, in March and April when the women 
and children peeled the osier rods and stacked them outside their cottage 
doors for collection, a very low school attendance was always expected. 24 

The domestic form of industry was therefore important in Donington 
throughout the early nineteenth century, especially for the poorer ranks of 
society, and the problem of poverty, which will be dealt with later in this 
essay, was usually associated with fluctuations in the lace and hosiery trades. 
The earnings of a poor family could be improved if there was sufficient work 
for the wife and children; if there was no work, its means were straitened. 

The small factories which flourished in Donington at this time might 
have been started in the first instance to supply the needs of the local market, 
but in times of prosperity they might send their products further afield. 
On them the urban ambitions of Donington rested, and they represent the 
tension between the two aspects of industry already mentioned, typical of 
the precarious position of the town's prosperity. 

It is difficult to trace the fortunes of innumerable small factories and 
workshops retailing their own products. The commercial directories,zs 
which are our chief source of evidence, have to be used cautiously. To count 
merely the number of butchers, tailors, grocers, etc., named, does not reveal 
the complexity of the economic life of this small town. A close examination 
will show that the same man often appears several times in different 
capacities; a man who both manufactures and retails his own goods will 
appear in two different columns separated by many other names. One 
cannot assume that because a man is not included in one directory after 
appearing in several consecutive ones, he has died or left the town; many 
are accidentally excluded. Some directories consider trades ignored by 
others; for instance, it is more than a coincidence that the only frame-smiths 
we know of from this source appear in an 1835 directory, and the only 
frame-work knitters in one of 1854. Where it has been possible to compare 
the evidence of commercial directories with that of the national census 
schedules, the former have proved extremely unreliable in showing the 
extent of a particular trade. Furthermore, since the first directory to give 
a complete picture of the town is that of 1829, it is impossible to describe 
its economic life before that date in detail. 

The majority of Donington's factories and workshops were concerned 
with lace and hosiery manufacture, and allied trades, or with basket-making. 
Apart from I 16 women, already mentioned, who were employed as "Iace
runners", the national census schedules for 1841 divided those engaged in 
the lace trade into 6 manufacturers, 36 makers, 41 weavers and workers and 
5 others, making a total of 204. Only four of the manufacturers and makers 
can be identified in the commercial directories: Jonathan Woodward (who 
lived in Dovecote House, a fine example of a Regency residence, where 
he brought up a family of seven children) was operating a lace factory in 
1829, when we first have record, which was continued until his death in 
the late 1840s; James Townley, who was also working before 1829, appears 
to have stopped by 1835; Joseph Leewood and William Leeland, both of 
Hill Top, who are described as "lace makers" and not "lace manufacturers", 
a distinction which perhaps indicates that they employed no labour on their 
machines outside their own families, were both at work between 1841 and 
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1855. William Leeland, at the grand age of seventy, on Easter Day 1881, 
committed suicide by jumping into the river from Cavendish Bridge; his 
days of prosperity must have been over, if he was driven to take such a 
step. 26 

The manufacture of hosiery was also carried on in small factories; 
several old houses still contain long workshop rooms. The building acquired 
by the Wesleyan Chapel in 1872 for a school had been a hosiery factory, and 
the old factory which still stands on the east side of Station Road was used as 
a lace-mill by Kirks of Nottingham and later as a silk-mill by Wells of Beeston. 
Silk gloves were also sometimes made in these hosiery factories. The chief 
hosiery manufacturers in the early nineteenth century, with the dates when 
they appear in commercial directories, were E. Young (1829), James Hoult 
& Co. (1846), Thomas Allen (1835-46), Isaac Farrand & Co. (1835-46), and 
George Lancashire & Co. (1854). George Lancashire, who was born in 
Mansfield, probably came to Donington before 1850, because by the national 
census of 1851 he had settled down at Cavendish Bridge as a small farmer 
with sixty acres of land. There were two men working on a smaller scale, 
William Tetley (1841-46), who kept a grocer's shop in Borough Street and 
was also described as a "hosiery manufacturer", and Benjamin Lacey 
(1829-54), who kept a general dealer's shop in Apes Gate, but who also 
managed to be a manufacturer of hosiery and a boot and shoe maker. A 
man with several trades who sold his own products was a common figure 
in Donington at this time. Apart from the hosiers, Joseph Hudson (1829-35) 
was described as a woollen yarn and flax manufacturer, and Henry Lees 
(1870), who kept a public house, the King's Head, Market. Place, as a 
wholesale manufacturer of baby-linen. 

The craft of basket-making, for which Castle Donington was well 
known-one of the few old trades practised here to survive into the twen
tieth century-seems to have been carried on in small family shops. The 
number of men and boys employed at this craft in 1841 was 46. Since the 
craft was to some extent seasonal, unless there was a great demand for 
baskets, several basket-makers had other trades to occupy their slack periods. 
Amos Frakes (1870), for example, also kept a baker's shop in Clapgun 
Street. It is possible to pick out from the commercial directories several 
family names associated with this craft-Evatt, Hardy, Lees, Merrin, Potter 
and Rayns-and evidence that the trade was often organised by partner
ships of brothers. Not every basket-maker grew his own osiers. Men like 
Herbert Moll (1846-70) on Park Lane, who has left his name to a row of 
cottages on Trent Lane, Moll's Row, specialised in the care of local osier 
beds. 

Several specialist manufacturers worked entirely to supply the local 
market and were not tempted by the wider opportunities offered to the lace 
and hosiery manufacturers and basket-makers. Charles Marson (1846-70) 
was a nail-maker. John (1841-70) and William (1841) Pegg, carpenters 
and wood turners, specialised in chair-making. Two prominent family busi
nesses were brick and tile makers, the Gartons and the Webbs. On the 
enclosure of the open fields in 1778, John Webb, a baker, and John Webb, 
a cordwainer, probably cousins, received two allotments (together less than 
six acres) on opposite sides of the Tamworth Road at the top of the hill, 
one at the corner of the new road to Diseworth, laid out by the enclosure 
award.2 7 In one was clay for a brick-field and the other was an excellent 
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building site. The Webb family made bricks and tiles, and built at the 
comer of the Diseworth Road several cottages and a public house, the Nag's 
Head, which they also kept. Even watchmakers found a living in Donington, 
Nathaniel Berrington and Robert Earp in the 1790s, and the two William 
Bradburys, father and son, who kept a watch-making shop in the Market 
Place from 1800 onward.28 The variety of small manufacturers in this small 
town is bewildering: one can only remember such quaint occupations as 
those of William Shepherd (1829-41), a stay-maker; Lucy Annibal (1841-
46), a straw-hat maker; and Ann Moody (1829), a bed-cover quilter. 

The market and retail trades of Donington provided the folk of the 
neighbouring countryside with any goods they might need, and its crafts
men were always ready to carry out repairs. Its importance over the villages 
of the district is shown by the surprisingly large number of tailors, drapers 
and boot and shoe makers. If the numbers practising each trade are counted 
from the commercial directories between 1829 and 1870, one discovers that 
at least 18 people practised the tailoring and drapery trade between those 
dates, and at least 40 were boot and shoe makers. Of course many are 
recorded as working for only ten years or so between those dates, but it is 
possible to trace family busine&'Ses which continued throughout the whole 
forty-one years covered by these directories-the Cliffords, the Johnsons, 
the Tomlinsons in tailoring; the Mees and the Allsopps in boot and shoe 
making. Similarly there were at least 18 butchers between the same dates, 
the chief family businesses being those of the Babbs, the Barrowdales and 
the Hudsons. The town contained craftsmen of all the usual repair trades, 
blacksmiths, wheelwright'S, coopers, saddlers, joiners, carpenters and even 
one coachmaker, Joseph Freaks, although he seems to have stopped work 
before 1835. Apart from Eaton's Brewery at Cavendish Bridge, already 
mentioned, several farmers were also maltsters on a small scale. For instance, 
William Clarke, who died in November 1869, a prominent Wesleyan, 
Circuit Steward and Sunday School Superintendent before the days when 
the Temperance Movement made it not respectable for a Nonconformist to 
be associated with brewing, was a malt'Ster, an ale and porter merchant, and 
he bottled beer for Eaton's Brewery in one of the cottages in front of his 
house, 23 High Street. Four men during this period practised the combined 
trade of bookseller, stationer and printer, while two schoolmasters, Robert 
Britton and Francis Welton, solJ books and stationery as a "side-line". 

The final touch was added to Donington's prestige when localised 
editions of county newspapers were published there between 1858 and 1867 
by Mary Popple. The Derbyshire Chronicle appeared as the Castle Doning
ton Weekly Express (26 June 1859-25 November 1859), to be followed for 
only five weeks by the Loughborough Monitor as the Castle Donington 
Express (2 December-30 December 1859), and finally by the Derby Tele
graph as the Castle Donington Telegraph (7 January 1860-30 November 
1867).2 9 It is difficult to explain the sudden change to a Loughborough 
paper in December 1859 for only five weeks, and the equally sudden return 
to another Derby paper. The Poppies, two brothers and two sisters, born 
in Derby, all still in their twenties, opened a shop in Borough Street about 
1850. Mary the eldest, began a haberdashery business known by the more 
genteel name "fancy repository", which she maintained all her life with the 
help of her sister. Her brothers, William and Hervey, sold books and 
stationery.30 When Mary began to publish newspapers, it was probably to 
extend the business of the bookshop which her brothers left her. 
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The expansion of industry caused a great deal of new building. How 
was the growing population housed? After the large-scale condemnations 
of property during the 1920s and 1930s, it is difficult today to see the extent 
of early nineteenth-century building. The foundations of former houses 
overgrown with weeds and the piles of rubble in Bondgate and St. Anne's 
Lane, which are playgrounds for children, were once the most densely
populated parts of the town. Of buildings which are still standing, those 
in Clapgun Street and the Biggin pose interesting problems. The siting of 
Hood's Row and Farmer's Row in the Riggin, which are two almost identical 
terraces, and that of the cottages which lie between them, are strangely un
related to the road itself. The structure of the Biggin suggests that houses 
were built upon odd plots of land, gardens or whatever was available. In 
Clapgun Street there are several of the old village farmsteads. The Glebe 
Farm was worked until some of its land was taken for the new Secondary 
Modem School, and No. 25, which was recently pulled down to allow the 
erection of council houses, was of half-timber construction, with a dovecot 
in the gable of its roof. No. 73 survives and illustrates the usual fate of 
such houses. When the farmstead, which stood with its gable to the road, 
ceased to be used for its original purpose, cottages were build upon the 
former farmyard. A history of Clapgun Street could be written if sufficient 
deeds and maps were available. 

III 

The community life of the town was expressed in a social hierarchy 
which maintained a distinctly rural atmosphere throughout the period of 
industrial expansion. The social order and the economic prosperity faded 
away together. The process was of course only gradual. Frederick 
Brompton Harvey wrote of his childhood in Donington during the 1880s 
and 1890s: "the rural hierarchy remained pretty well intact-the Hall, his 
Lordship's agent, the brewer, the vicar, the gentry, the lawyers, and doctors,. 
the tanner and the old-fashioned wine merchant, farmers, shopkeepers, 
tradesmen, gardeners, basket-makers and labourers .... In the Castle 
Donington of our childhood Jane Austen might have lived agreeably (I 
used to imagine her in certain houses I thought suitable) and even Dr. 
Grantly would have found life tolerable".31 

At the top of the hierarchy stood the owners of Donington Hall and 
Park. Between the Hastings family and the town of Donington there existed 
a sense of mutual obligation which did not rest entirely on economic 
relationships. The owners of the Hall and Park had not been lords of the 
manor since the early seventeenth century, and what property they 
possessed in the parish was chiefly farmland and not houses or cottages. 
Yet in return for Hastings patronage the men of Donington were expected 
to give their support in local politics to his Lordship. The town was large 
enough to lead an independent life for which members of the Hastings 
family seem to have had a genuine affection. The family vault in the parish 
church was the burial place of most of the Hastings, and the plaques on the 
church walls still tell the story of the family and its servants. A common 
grudge of the Nonconformists was that the family dominated the vicar and 
his parish. 

The people of Castle Donington followed events in the lives of the 
Hastings family with great interest. Their loyalties were divided when 
the family was embarrassed by the claim of a very junior member to 
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the title of Earl of Huntingdon, which had lapsed on the death of the 
tenth Earl in 1789. The Huntingdon Peerage Case of 1817-19 has been 
described in a book by Henry Nugent Bell, a shrewd lawyer who took up 
arms in favour of his client, Hans Francis Hastings, and succeeded in making 
him the eleventh Earl of Huntingdon. The claim of Hans Francis Hastings 
was based upon a declaration by the ninth Earl of Huntingdon, in 1763, 
that in default of his issue Theophilus and George Hastings, the sons of 
Henry Hastings of Lutterworth, were heirs to the title and estates. The 
romantic nature of the case aroused fierce passions in the district. 

Hans Francis Hastings, who was born in 1779, was the fourth son of 
George Hastings, mentioned in the declaration of 1763. His father had 
been very popular in Castle Donington. As a boy, George Hastings was 
brought up in Donington Hall under the care of Theophilus, ninth Earl of 
Huntingdon. The latter, in order to punish him for his idleness, appren
ticed him to a carpenter in Castle Donington. But he formed a gang of local 
boys who burnt his carpenter's tools ceremoniously, while he declared, 
"I'll be damned if any Hastings of our blood shall ever stoop to drive a 
plane". Selina, Countess of Huntingdon, wished to marry George to her 
youngest daughter, Selina. When their engagement was announced in 1763, 
it was also declared that George and his elder brother, Theophilus, were 
heirs presumptive to the title and estates. Since Theophilus was a 
widower who was unlikely to marry again, and a stout. Anglican clergyman 
who refused to hide his violent opposition to the Methodist sympathies of 
the Countess Selina, whom George treated more tactfully, it was hoped by 
those in her Ladyship's favour that if issue in the male line failed, George 
and the Lady Selina would be the future owners of Donington Park. Un
fortunately the Lady Selina died on the eve of their proposed marriage. 

Hans Francis Hastings, a struggling young army officer in Ireland, 
was persuaded in 1817 to allow Mr. Bell, the lawyer, to investigate his claim 
to the title. Bell in his book gives a fascinating account of the intrigue and 
suspicion he had to overcome in order to establish the legality of the claim. 
He learnt the events surrounding the declaration of 1763 in conversation 
during a journey between Loughborough and Leicester with a woman on 
whose cart he begged a lift, and who had been a servant to Selina, Countess 
of Huntingdon. The investigation was a direct attack upon the established 
owner of Doniogton Hall, Francis Rawdon, Lord Moira and the first 
Marquess of Hastings. Thomas Dalby, senior, a solicitor in Castle Doning
ton, because of his loyalty to the latter, would not help Mr. Bell when he 
called. 

In March 1819, after a successful conclusion to the case, the new Earl 
of Huntingdon made a series of entries upon the properties which he 
claimed. Having stayed the week-end, 6-7 March, in Ashby-de-la-Zouch, 
he made a triumphal two-day tour of the district, 8-9 March, through Bel
ton, Donington Park, Castle Donington, Kegworth and Loughborough. 
Everywhere he was met by cheering crowds and peals of bells; his carriage 
was followed by a cavalcade of over I oo men on horseback. The succession 
of a poor regular soldier to one of the most important peerages in the king
dom aroused strong romantic feelings. The new earl's fourth son, born at 
the height of the excitement, was christened Edward Plantagenet Robin 
Hood Hastings! 
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Francis Rawdon, Lord Moira and (1817) first Marquess of Hastings, 
enjoyed his position as a patron. In support of literature and scholarship 
he helped the poet, Tom Moore, and the scholar, John Shakespear. Moore, 
to whom he opened Donington Hall library, was a frequent visitor to 
Donington, and before moving to Kegworth actually lived for a few months 
in a cottage on High Street. Shakespear32 was a local boy, the son of a 
small farmer, born at Lount in 1774 and educated in the parish school at 
Staunton Harold. His talent for languages was brought to the notice of 
Lord Moira who sent him to learn Arabic with a view to training him as an 
interpreter. After Lord Moira had obtained several posts for him, he 
became Professor of Hindustani at the East India Company Training Col
lege, Addiscombe. As a bachelor, he was able to save enough money to buy 
Langley Priory Estate, which is close to Donington Park, and to fulfil the 
life-long ambition of passing his retirement in his native countryside. 
Langley Priory is still the property of the descendants of his heir and 
nephew, Charles Bowles, who took the surname Shakespear. Lord Moira 
expected to be advised of all local schemes and to subscribe to all local 
charities. His wife, Lady Loudoun and Moira, took a special interest in 
maternity cases, and though many Donington women were organised into 
a Friendly Society33 which paid them allowances and allotted them a doctor 
during their confinements she frequently provided women with new bed
linen. It was a custom for the Hall at Christmas time to buy coal for the 
poor and occasionally to provide them with food. Also at Christmas a Ball 
was usually held in the Hall for tenants and tradespeople. 

Local newspapers meticulously recorded the movements of the family 
and their period of residence in Donington Hall "out of the London season". 
Events in the public life of the first Marquess were opportunities for popular 
rejoicing: when it was rumoured in 1812 that he might be called upon by 
his friend, the Prince Regent, to form a ministry, the town became excited; 
and when in 1822 he thankfully returned home after serving for nine years 
as Governor-General of India, the whole town turned out to welcome him 
and pull his carriage to the Hall. The second, third and fourth Marquesses 
all died young, and were never such important public figures. The second 
Marquess died in 1844, aged 35, leaving the title to his son, who died un
married in 1851, aged 18. The family fortune came into the hands of his 
second son, the fourth Marquess, in 1851: he was then only nine years 
old.34 Therefore during the years 1844-1863 the estate underwent two long 
minorities. 

During the minority of the fourth Marquess, the Hall was let for four 
years (1856-1861) to Colonel and Mrs. Henry Daniell, who continued the 
tradition of local society in grand style. Colonel Daniell's chief interests were 
cricket and fox-hunting. In the summer of 1860, for instance, he organised 
two rather eccentric cricket matches in the Park, Army and Navy v. the 
World, and Smokers v. Non-Smokers, and he was an enthusiastic member 
of the Castle Donington Hunt which kept its hounds at Kegworth. In a 
farewell speech given at the regular ball for tradespeople in the Hall 
(Christmas week 1860) Colonel Daniell, described in a local newspaper as 
"universally respected by all classes", said that his four years in Castle 
Donington were some of the happiest of his life.35 

The most extravagant patronage and festivities took place during the 
short life of the fourth Marquess of Hastings. The year, 1863, when he 
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came of age and was released from the tutelage of his guardian, Earl Howe, 
was a memorable one for the folk of Castle Donington. On 10 March the 
town celebrated the marriage of the Prince of Wales. A procession of local 
Friendly Societies, led through the streets by the town band, broke up in 
the market-place, the children going to the vicarage where each received a 
bun and a medal, and the men going for a more satisfying form of cele
bration, a special dinner of roast beef and plum pudding. The festivities 
ended in the evening with a grand display of fireworks on Castle Hill.36 

Throughout the latter part of 1862 and the early part of I 863, many workmen 
were engaged in the processes of repairing, deaning and painting Donington 
Hall, which was completely renovated for the Marquess's coming of age; 
a new kitchen was built to provide for the banquet, and as the great day, 
22 July, approached, preparations were under way in the town. The 
Marquess, Lady Edith and Lady Constance, arrived at the Hall on 14 July. 
Temporary stables had to be built for 100 horses, and marquees had to be 
erected for the entertainment of about 2,000 local schoolchildren on all the 
Marquess's estates. When the day at last arrived the Park was thronged 
with people from neighbouring parishes, listening to Nicholson's quadrille 
band and watching the comings and goings, and the town itself was lavishly 
decorated with banners and triumphal arches. The festivities lasted until 
long after daybreak on the following day.37 Hardly had the town recovered 
from this excitement, when the Marquess presented himself at the Horti
cultural Fete, which was held regularly every August (since 1853) in Mrs. 
Brigg's field on Park Lane.38 Finally, on 19 December 1863, the Marquess, 
eager to establish himself as a well-known patron of the Turf, inaugurated 
the Castle Donington Steeplechases on a special track in the meadows by 
the Trent, and thus attracted into the parish innumerable sportsmen and 
sightseers.39 

The fourth Marquess of Hastings devoted his short life to an extrava
gant patronage of horse racing. In five years his profligate habits wasted the 
fortune of his family; he was a ruined man at the age of twenty-six, and 
death came to him as a merciful release. He ran his first horse in 1863, and 
was elected to the Jockey Club in I865; but by the spring of 1868, because 
of the magnitude of his debts, he could not start a horse at all. Known on 
on the Turf as Harry Hastings, the Plunger, he was said to have given the 
largest sum ever known, £13,500, for a horse, Kangaroo, in 1865, to have 
won more than £70,000 in bets when his own horse, Lecturer, won the 
Cesarewitch, and to have lost more than £100,000 in bets when Hermit, 
owned by Mr. Henry Chaplin, won the Derby (1867). He maintained 'a 
large racing establishment ·with John Day, the trainer, and rarely had less 
than fifty animals in training. 4o 

His rivalry with Mr. Henry Chaplin (1840-1923: later first Viscount 
Chaplin), an important race-horse owner, who early in 1865 had caused a 
stir by paying the sum of I 1,000 guineas for two horses, was not confined 
to the Turf. In fact it was on the race-track that they publicly fought a 
private quarrel. Chaplin's win in the Derby with Hermit was his revenge 
against Hastings. 

In July 1864 the Marquess of Hastings had eloped with Lady Florence 
Paget, who was already betrothed to Mr. Henry Chaplin, and married her. 
The Times reported that "the marriage was a hurried and an unexpected 
one-more particularly it would appear to the connections of her Ladyship, 
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none of whom were witnesses to the ceremony".41 The people of Castle 
Donington and its neighbourhood were so affected by the romance of this 
runaway marriage that the tenantry clubbed together to buy a wedding 
present; they chose a silver candelabrum in the form of a grape vine, sup
ported by figures representing music, painting and sculpture, which stood 
nearly three feet high.42 

By the spring of 1868 the Marquess had not only squandered his 
wealth, but had also become a chronic invalid; he was a pitiful sight, 
crawling about on a walking-stick. In the summer he tried to improve his 
condition by taking his yacht, Lady Bird, on a visit to Norway. But it was 
useless. On IO November 1868 he died, aged twenty-six.43 The Marquess's 
short romantic life has made him the tragic hero of cheap novels on horse
racing-Snowstorm Derby and The Spider and the Fly (Aldine Publishing 
Co.). 

He was not universally mourned. The Field, a magazine which pro
bably represented a strong section of opinion on the race-courses, published 
an obituary notice attacking his extravagance. "There was something 
approaching to insanity in the way in which he scattered his means .... 
He had not even a sportman's excuse for his prodigality. He had no personal 
prowess; was no horseman, and cared little or nothing for the hounds he 
kept for a season or so, for he would leave them in a field on the first oppor
tunity; whilst the thousands he wagered on a plating race might, so far as 
real sport was concerned, as well have depended on the length of a straw 
or the colour of a card." He was described as a "thoughtless, weak and 
very young man".44 

From the point of view of Castle Donington, the death of the fourth 
Marquess of Hastings brought many changes : the Hall was never hence
forward able to play a great part in the social and economic life of the town. 
The break-up of a great estate brought suffering to those who had enjoyed 
its patronage. The Hastings family made great efforts to retain the most 
important portions of the estate, which had to be sold in order to pay the 
debts of the young man. They kept Donington Park, the family seat, but 
could not afford to maintain it at the standard which had previously been 
expected. 

Donington Hall remained in the hands of a Hastings, but the majority of 
its treasures, collections which had been built up by members of the family 
for generations, had to be sold. Large auctions were held, and in December 
1868 and January-June 1869 The Times published long price-lists. The 
wines in the cellars and the books in the library, which contained over 
20,000 volumes, were the first to go; then the furniture, the paintings and 
the plate. Over 550 paintings were sold, although Charles Abney-Hastings 
bought 150 of them.45 

Lady Edith, the fourth Marquess's elder sister, persuaded her husband, 
Charles Abney-Hastings, to buy the reversion of the Marquess's English 
estates. Her anxiety to ensure that Donington Park should not leave the 
hands of the family meant that its owner would never be wealthy again. She 
died in 1874, leaving her husband to lead the lonely life of a widower in a 
large Hall he did not require.46 She willed that at her death her right hand 
should be severed and buried in the Park. A monument now covers the spot 
where it is said to be buried, a tragic symbol ending her family's long asso-
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ciation with the land; but it is also believed that her will was never in fact 
carried out.47 

Next in the social hierarchy came the vicar, who was dependent on the 
Hall, since from 1802 onwards the advowson was part of Donington Hall 
estate. The Rev. John Dalby (I771-I852), who had previously (I802) 
accepted the living of Belton from Lord Moira, received the living of Castle 
Donington from him in 1807 when it became vacant, and he remained in 
this parish until his death in 1852. Through Lord Moira's influence with 
Lord Eldon, the Lord Chancellor, Dalby also received in 1810 the living of 
Long Whatton and the promise of the living of Isley Walton at the next 
vacancy, both livings in the hands of the Crown. A member of a local 
family of gentry who had lived in the parish for centuries, John Dalby 
owned over 100 acres of land in the parish, and dose connexions with the 
Hastings at the Hall were natural to a person of his social station. While 
Lord Moira, a close friend of the Prince Regent, was in London, Dalby 
acted almost as his local agent. All Donington Park business seems to have 
been communicated to him, and he could make decisions on his Lordship's 
behalf. Typical of their relationship is the letter which Moira wrote to 
Dalby in r8u, asking him to convey his will to an old woman in the parish 
whom Moira had personally found picking up firewood on his estate with
out his permission; Moira had forbidden her to enter the Park again, but 
requested Dalby to give her permission on his behalf. When parts of the 
Park were being replanted in 1810, Moira sent Dalby pencil sketches of the 
layout he desired, and expected him to supervise the work.48 

Not only was Dalby private chaplain to Lady Loudoun and Moira, 
taking the services in Donington Hall chapel, but he seems also to have 
acted as tutor to several Hastings children. Young Lord Rawdon wrote 
him respectful letters while at Harrow School (1820-23) and he was 
appointed official tutor to George, Viscount Forbes, the son of Lord 
Granard of Castle Donington, a cousin to Lord Moira.49 The Hall brought 
Dalby into contact with another dependant on Moira's patronage, Tom 
Moore, the poet. Dalby's sister, Mary, who kept house for him after his 
wife's death in r815, went on holidays with Moore's wife, Bessie. Dalby 
and Moore had met before their respective marriages when Moore first came 
to use Donington Hall library, and Dalby arranged for Moore's purchase of 
a house in Kegworth in 1812. When Moore visited Castle Donington 
vicarage in October 1827, he noted in his diary, "Dalby looked aged and 
rigid .... his daughters have grown into nice young women".so Dalby must 
have suffered greatly when death deprived him of both his wife and two of 
his three daughters. Ann Bakewell, whom he had married in I803, died in 
1815. He struggled on with the help of his sister, Mary, who kept house 
and mothered his daughters, but two of his daughters died of consumption, 
Lydia in 1825 and Charlotte in 1829. His only surviving child, Mary Ann, 
in I834 married the Rev. Robert Blunt, her first cousin, the son of his 
sister, Ann. It is from this marriage that the present branch of the Dalby 
family in Castle Donington is descended; in 1853 Mr. Blunt assumed by 
royal licence the name of Dalby. 

Little is known of Dalby's personal contribution to the life of the parish. 
A plaque on the wall of the south aisle of the church testifies to his popu
larity. It records his ecclesiastical position: "he firmly supported the prin
ciples of the Established Church, guarding with especial care her Protestant 
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character". He kept two curates, one for each of his livings, Castle Don
ington and Long Whatton, and probably left much of the routine parish 
work for them. 

Dalby's reputation pales besides that of the Rev. John George Bourne, 
who succeeded him as vicar in 1852 and also remained in the parish until 
his death (1880). Bourne came as Dalby's curate in 1850, and immediately 
after this date there is abundant evidence among the parish records of his 
activity. The Baptists complained that his Sunday School had halved the 
number of children attending theirs.5' Before he succeeded to the living, he 
had prepared the ground for the foundation of a new Parochial School 
(1853), which replaced the one schoolroom and one schoolmaster with 
which the church had managed for over a century. By the trust deed, the 
vicar was in charge of all religious instruction, and he attended the school 
regularly throughout his life, giving Scripture lessons and preparing children 
for confirmation. The restoration of the church fabric during the years 
1875 and 1876 was carried out under Bourne's guidance. During his time 
the interior of the church was thus completely transformed, from the old 
"horse-box" pews, galleries, three-decker pulpit and white-washed walls, to 
the low pitch-pine pews, alabaster pulpit, Victorian glass and scraped stone 
walls, which can be seen today. 

Bourne was very popular. T. R. Potter in his guide-book Rambles 
round Loughborough (1868) saw fit to add that Castle Donington "pos
sesses such a vicar as we would wish every church in England possessed". 
Even the Nonconformists did not withhold their praise. In a history of the 
Baptist Sunday School, Charles Clayton called him "as devout a clergyman 
as was ever ordained in the Established Church". He held united services 
of all denominations in the 1860s when Donington was strongly affected by 
religious revival. He was also usually chosen to lead delegations to the Hall. 
For instance, in October 1865 he led the wives of colliers employed on the 
Marquess's estates who wished to present the Marchioness with a Bible and 
Prayer-Book as a token of respect.52 He officiated at the funeral of the 
fourth Marquess of Hastings at Kensal Green Cemetery on 14 November 
1868.53 

The Nonconformist ministers of the time, Wesleyan, Baptist and Con
gregationalist, because of their shorter stays and lack of social connexions 
with the Hall, are not so easy to study as the vicars. Certainly they were 
not accepted as a level in the social hierarchy. Though the Congre
gational Chapel in Clapgun Street was closed about 1850, the Wesleyans 
and the Baptists were very active communities, preaching the Gospel 
especially to the lower orders of the hierarchy which tended to be neglected 
by the Established Church. 

Of the core of professional people, doctors and lawyers were the most 
important, and the next stage in the hierarchy. It is surprising to find that 
so many doctors were employe.d; they probably served a large area of the 
surrounding countryside, like the shops and market of the town. For in
stance, in 1846 there were five doctors at work: John Smith, who rented the 
family home of the Dalbys in High Street while John Dalby was vicar; 
Edward Tebbutt senior (aged 60), and Edward Tebbutt junior (aged 35), 
his son; John Farmer, who had been established at least twenty years and 
had retired by the census of 1851, and George Caines (aged 32).54 Several 
attorneys found clients in the town and neighbouring countryside, John 
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Campbell and Mark Snelson in the 1830s, and Marcus Huish from the 
1840s to the 1860s. 

Thomas Dalby (1742-1817), the father of the vicar, the Rev. John 
Dalby, practised as an attorney in Donington throughout his adult life. He 
was responsible for the legal business in connexion with the parish Enclo
sure Act of 1778. From him there stems a small legal tradition.ss His son, 
Thomas Dalby junior (1768-1849), the vicar's elder brother, was also 
trained as a lawyer; many letters between father and son, written while the 
latter was articled in London, have survived in the Dalby family collection. 
Thomas Dalby junior was articled to his father in 1790, but was licensed to 
work on his own account in 1833. John Towle (1808-1893) began his legal 
career at the age of sixteen as a clerk to Thomas Dalby junior; he started 
to practise in his own business in 1831, and his signature, J. W. Towle, 
junior, appears very frequently in the Dalby family papers, the bulk of 
which date from the 1830-1850 period. Joshua Burton (1826-1916) simi
larly began his career as a clerk to John Towle, and was taken into partner
ship in 1872. When Towle retired in 1880, Burton took over the business and 
continued to play an active part until his retirement at the grand age of 88, 
only two years before his death. From 1885 onwards he allowed his son, 
F. E. Burton (1858-1922), to share the business. On the death of F. E. 
Burton, the business was transferred to the Cliffords, a legal family from 
Loughborough. After 1942 it was incorporated in the firm of Mr. Alfred 
E. H. Sevier, St. Mary's Gate, Derby, who is therefore a successor, via 
Thomas Dalby junior, John Towle, Joshua Burton, F. E. Burton and the 
Cliffords, of Thomas Dalby senior.56 It is not surprising that among his 
papers Mr. Sevier has some interesting documents of Castle Donington 
history .. 

The schoolmasters of the Parochial School did not have a very high social 
standing. But the headmasters of a private boarding school for boys which 
was run in the town from about 1835 to 1890 enjoyed a higher prestige, since 
they were responsible for the welfare of the sons of the more prosperous 
people in the countryside around. The school, which was described in its ad
vertisements as "Classical and Mathematical", but was known locally as "the 
Grammar School" or in later years simply as "Willson's School", was of the 
kind which might have developed into a recognised preparatory school, 
preparing boys for the Public Schools. According to the national census 
schedules of 1841 and 185 I, it contained 24 boarders, boys between the ages 
of eleven and fifteen, the proprietor and his wife, two assistant teachers and 
three servants. The number of "day boys" from the town was probably 
quite large. It was founded by a local man, William Henry Leeson, who 
started his teaching career in Derby.s1 He was succeeded in the late 1850s 
by the Rev. W. H. Parker, also a curate of the parish. When Parker became 
chaplain to Lord Townshend about 1861,s8 the school was continued by Mr. 
R. N. Willson, whose name was applied to it locally until his death and its 
closure in 1890. Each of these three men in his time was a recognised leader 
of town associations. The sports clubs and Friendly Societies regarded them 
with respect. Each would be called upon to act as chairman at meetings and 
give votes of thanks. 

Occasionally a business man would be a popular and influential figure. 
Such a man was Thomas Clarke Sowter, who succeeded his father, Joseph, 
in the family business as a corn factor and wine and spirit merchant. For 
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instance, he was the Secretary of the Penny Savings Bank which was 
organised between 1858 and 1862 to encourage thrift among the poor; he 
opened his house in the Market Place, strangely enough where the Midland 
Bank now stands, for one hour every Saturday and Monday evening to 
receive subscriptions.59 

How did the members of this community pass their leisure hours? The 
associations which perhaps meant most to people outside their work were the 
Friendly Societies, which provided them with an insurance system and with 
occasional celebrations. Their subscriptions were due at regular intervals, 
and on days when treasurers sat in their houses waiting for each family to 
send a representative, there was a good excuse for many children to be late 
for school. The chapels with their very strict rules of membership gave a 
strong sense of order and propriety to chapel folk. But both Friendly Societies 
and chapels had anniversaries, important events in the year for which all 
members prepared. Both Lodges of Oddfellows (founded 1843), Loyal 
Hastings and Loyal Moira-names characteristic of respect for the owners 
of Donington Park-celebrated in July with a large banquet and round of 
speeches.60 The chapel anniversaries required even more preparation: 
dresses were made for the choirs and much time was spent on the decora
tion of the buildings. The Wesleyans organised "Feasts of Love", and the 
Baptists had the custom of an annual Easter feast, in which the children, 
boys on one side of the chapel, girls on the other, were given a piece of cake 
and two glasses of home-made wine, diluted l 6 1 

From the 1850s onwards, the Temperance Movement affected the life 
of the society, and was particularly important among the Nonconformists. 
In Donington several Bands of Hope were formed and re-formed, in 1858, 
1862, and 1872,62 and a branch of the Church of England Temperance 
Society was opened about 1890. Their purpose was of course primarily 
negative, to stop excessive drinking of alcohol, a task peculiarly difficult in 
a town like Donington, where, for instance, in 1835 there had been eight 
public-houses and twelve beer-shops for a population of about 3,000.63 But 
in 1860 a group of men took a more positive step by establishing in the 
former Congregational Chapel in Clapgun Street a Lecture Hall.64 The 
inaugural lecture was entitled Temperance; the titles of three lectures in the 
programme of the first year illustrate the kind of message which the patrons 
wished to convey-Self-made Men, Oliver Cromwell and John Bunyan. 
The hall was also opened on Sundays for united services of all denomi
nations, a common feature of the 1860s. 

Local festivities at this time were characterised by processions of the 
Friendly Societies, with their brightly-coloured sashes and aprons, and 
particularly by the music of local bands. The Castle Donington Brass 
Band, formed in I863 to join the celebrations at the coming of age of the 
fourth Marquess of Hastings, wore a very colourful uniform, described 
as a "Garibaldi costume" and intended to evoke all the warmest senti
ments for patriotic and liberal movements in Europe. Lord Palmerston 
-who, by right of his wife, a Lamb from Melbourne Hall, Derbyshire, 
was the lord of the manor of Castle Donington-if he heard of it, would no 
doubt have approved. More sober and also more liable to ridicule-actually 
once set upon by a gang of roughs65-was the Drum and Fife Band of the 
Band of Hope. The fourth Marquess of Hastings for some time kept a private 
band which occasionally gave concerts in the town. But for more important 
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events other bands were invited, like that of the Leicestershire Militia which 
came to the Horticultural Fetes. More select concerts were given by 
visiting celebrities : the engagement of the Brousil family was considered 
to show a high standard of taste in the town. The boys of Willson's School 
also gave musical and literary entertainments, known as "Penny Readings" 
because the admission fee was one penny, and the church and chapels 
organised innumerable "bun fights", a pleasant method of raising money 
for good causes. 

Apart from those sporting occasions provided by Donington Hall and 
its inhabitants, the town possessed its own sporting enthusiasts. For the 
higher order of the social hierarchy there was the bowling green on Park 
Lane. The cricket fixtures of the "Grammar School" were usually followed 
closely and its matches well attended. Under the patronage of J. B. Story 
of Lockington and R. N. Willson of the "Grammar School", a Town Cricket 
Club was started in 1862.66 Football was certainly a popular game, par
ticularly among the apprentices of the basket-making trade, who in later 
years produced several players for Derby County. 

The great holidays of the year were the fairs. These seem to have been 
held on 18 March, 25 July (or Whit Thursday) and on Michaelmas Day, 
but it is difficult to discover at what date they ceased to function. The great 
statute fair, or hiring for servants, was held in the week following Old St. 
Luke's Day (29 October) and under the name of "The Wakes" it has sur
vived until the present day. Derby newspapers during the 1850s and 1860s 
used to describe it as "one of the largest fairs in the Midland Counties",67 

and it used to attract large crowds from neighbouring parishes. During 
most of the nineteenth century a small market was held in Castle Donington 
on Saturdays. 

IV 

To describe a society in terms of a hierarchy implies stability, and 
neglects the difficulties of life in changing economic conditions. The 
problem has to be faced: why did Donington's prosperity decline? The 
decline was not sudden, and there is abundant evidence that contem
poraries, painfully aware of its existence, made every effort to stay its 
course. 

Like the expansion of Donington, its decline can be studied in two 
ways. During the late nineteenth century its position might be described 
as that of a small market town vainly struggling to maintain its hold over 
the affairs of the district without being able to attract the manufacturing 
interests necessary for its survival. Because it ceased to be a place where 
manufacture was developed, it gradually lost its status as a small market 
town and, with changing standards of size and importance, was only recog
nised as a large village. Its decline therefore can be examined from two 
points of view-Castle Donington as a place for manufacturing interests 
and Castle Donington as a small market town. 

Contemporaries were aware of this distinction and in local politics 
during the late nineteenth century there was a corresponding division of 
opinion, between those who accepted the challenge of changing conditions 
and those who, whether they recognised the nature of the challenge or not, 
were unwilling to make the sacrifices demanded from them. On the one 
hand, men spoke of reviving manufacturing interests and of competing in 
national markets, and on the other, men spoke of the place losing its 
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character. The former saw their town as a country market with its own 
products, to which manufacturers with their eyes on a wider market had 
to be attracted if the town was to retain its importance. Their problem was 
not a question of expanding existing trades : it was to expand the horizons 
of Donington people, to break the parochialism of its market, in fact to 
effect a complete reorientation. In general they always gave two reasons 
for their failure: Donington suffered from the lack of railway communi
cation, and it possessed a rigid social hierarchy incompatible with the 
requirements of further expansion. The above distinction also explains the 
gradualness of the town's decline. Because the town was only partly success
ful in attracting "manufacturing interests", the market and retail trade was 
left to fade away, gradually but gracefully, altering its character as swifter 
means of transport and cheaper methods of production brought new goods 
to all kitchen shelves. 

The chief evidence of decline lies in increased poverty, a fall in the 
total population and the impoverishment of the retail trade with the cessa
tion of fairs and markets. 

During the early nineteenth century there was hardly a time when some 
of the more unfortunate labourers, particularly the aged and infirm, were 
not living at a bare subsistence level. The parish had to support its own 
poor from the rates. It could provide "outdoor relief" either in the form of 
special allowances or in the form of work found by farmers and work on 
specially-provided stocking-frames. The first attempt to reduce the burden 
of the poor rates by limiting "outdoor relief" was made in 1812 when the 
parish joined its neighbour Shardlow (Derbyshire) and others in the erection 
of a house of industry or workhouse at Shardlow, to which were sent those 
paupers who could not make a bargain for "outdoor relief". According to 
Mr. Barker, the Guardian of the Poor for Shepshed, also in the Shardlow 
Union, this workhouse was considered rather comfortable by the paupers 
who did not mind being sent there. Since it cost Shepshed more to send its 
paupers to Shardlow than to keep them with stocking-frames in their own 
poor-house, Shepshed sent only its unruly and bad characters there. The 
parish also encouraged its paupers to find work elsewhere. James Newbold, 
who kept a grocery and drapery shop in Borough Street and was also an 
auctioneer, the acting overseer of the poor in Castle Donington in 1832, 
when giving evidence before the Royal Commission on the Poor Law, 
thought that parish allowances encouraged idleness. He gave the example 
of Robert Smith: "he only works half what he ought to do, has eleven 
shillings by order of the magistrates and has five children living in the house 
with him, some of whom work and he gets their wages; he sets the overseer 
at defiance, as he says he will not try to get work anywhere else, as he 
cannot have such good masters anywhere as the magistrates". Newbold 
added that it was "quite a common thing for mere lads to get married in 
order to get families, and by this means get the benefit of parish allow
ances". 68 Unlike overseers in neighbouring parishes he did not mention 
riots at the time of the passing of the Reform Bill : there is however a hint 
of some Donington disturbance in a letter from the second Marquess of 
Hastings to the Rev. John Dalby. 

The poor were also relieved by charity. For instance, the proceeds from 
the "Penny Readings" entertainments given by the boys of the "Grammar 
School" were used to buy bread for the poor. At Christmas-time gifts of 
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coal, wood and bread to the poor were common acts of charity. On Christ
mas morning 1863 Marcus Huish, one of the local solicitors, distributed 
soup to the poor at the gate of his house, and the Marquess of Hastings 
ordered a fine ox to be roasted and its meat given to the poor. One woman, 
though she could hardly afford it, took her portion of meat and deliberately 
threw it away in the sight of all present; perhaps the humiliation of 
accepting charity was too great.69 

The allowances which the Friendly Societies paid their members must 
have been a great source of comfort. The Independent Friendly Society, 
which was formed about 1845, seems to have had as its chief purpose the 
acquisition of land for allotment gardens. At its foundation under the 
patronage of the vicar, the Rev. John Dalby, it consisted of 180 members 
owning 7 acres of land.10 The possession of an allotment garden prevented 
many families from being a burden on the poor-rates, and much marginal 
land, like the banks of the stream in Remington Dumbles, was brought into 
cultivation. 

As has been already mentioned, the bobbin-net lace trade provided the 
wife and children of a poor family with the opportunity of adding to the 
husband's earnings by "taking in" machine-made net for the finishing pro
cesses, and the hosiery trade still "put out" stocking frames. In prosperous 
times this relieved families which might otherwise be very poor. 

The landowners' complaints of the heavy poor-rates often coincided 
with periods of slump in these trades. The great depression in the lace trade 
of the late r83os and 1840s created more paupers than the parish could 
deal with, and many families were compelled to emigrate. From this time 
onwards the problem of poverty became acute. 

The national census of 1851 showed that after the total population of 
the parish had been steadily increasing to a maximum of 3,508 in 1841, 
during the past decade there had been a decrease of 480 to a total of 3,028. 
This decline in numbers continued until the 1880s (Census 1881: 2,662)' 
and the peak figure of 1841 was not equalled until 1955-56 (estimate: 
3,535). In the town itself 51 of the 615 houses in 1851 were uninhabited, 
a number which had risen to II5 by 1861. 

The Census Commissioners of I 8 5 1 thought this startling decrease 
worthy of a foomote: "it can be ascribed to the decline in lace manufacture 
having caused many persons to seek employment elsewhere and others to 
emigrate". The editor of White's Commercial Directory for 1863, agreeing 
with this opinion, said that the decrease was due to "the decline of lace 
manufacture which formerly employed several hundred females as em-
broiderers''. ' 

From about 1840 onwards large numbers of women from all places in 
the Trent Valley moved to Nottingham in order to supply the increasing 
demands for warehouse labour in the lace and hosiery trades.7 1 In the 
manufacture of machine-made lace improved machinery produced figured 
work, and gradually reduced the need for large numbers of women em
broiderers and tambourers or lace-runners, to complete the finishing pro
cesses in their homes. Several Donington women who did not move to 
Nottingham, in order to secure employment, from this time onwards used 
to walk to the mill at Wilne every day, a distance of three miles. 

This change in the organisation of the lace trade was one of the chief 
causes of the decline of Donington as a place of manufacture. 
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Those contemporaries eager to "revive manufacturing interests" were 
convinced that Donington suffered from its lack of railway communication. 
Even T. R. Potter in his guide-book of 1868, already quoted, thought it 
worthy of mention: "Castle Donington seems only to lack a railway .... 
An incline to Draycott, or Breaston, or Sawley Station, worked on the plan 
that succeeds so well at Ilkeston, would cheaply furnish the great desider
atum without invading any valuable property". "The great desideratum" 
was a matter of concern to the leaders of local society. The project 
for a Leicestershire and Derbyshire Railway which would join Ashby and 
Derby via Melbourne, first considered in 1859,72 caused some Donington 
men to envy Melbourne. The rumour that the Midland Railway was 
planning to build a branch line from Trent Junction, which would pass 
within a mile of Donington, aroused their fading hopes in the summer of 
1862. Dr. Pearson called a meeting to petition the Midland Railway for a 
branch line from Trent Junction through Donington, and in December 1862 
had the satisfaction of seeing a survey of the route they had asked for
from Trent via Cavendish Bridge and Donington to Ashby.73 But the 
required railway was not built until 1868-70, and then it only joined Trent 
to the Derby-Melbourne line, giving Donington a station a few hundred 
yards along the main road towards Nottingham. The Midland Railway was 
not influenced by local opinion. 

When the railway at last reached Donington, the revival of manufacture 
was considered almost an impossible task. In 1863 for instance, Wells & Co., 
hosiery manufacturers of Beeston, took the risk of reopening a Donington 
factory which had long stood empty. A local newspaper rather pathetically 
gave them support: "there is no reason why this town, like Melbourne, 
should not become a manufacturing place .... we hope Mr. Wells will meet 
with the encouragement he merits".74 The sight of Melbourne and Long 
Eaton with good railway communications was obviously galling to the pride 
of Castle Donington, which in the days of coach and canal traffic had 
enjoyed such supremacy. 

The Midland Counties Railway, joining Nottingham and Derby with 
a line down the Soar Valley to Leicester and Rugby, was originally built 
between 1837 and 1840. Trent Junction, where three lines met, aided the 
development of Long Eaton and Sawley. A village of 859 people in 1841 
when Donington was at its greatest, Long Eaton more than doubled its 
population between 1851 and 186r, from 1,55r to 3,204, after a large 
factory had been built there, and continued to grow at a startling rate until 
it dominated the district. Some men in Donington noted with bitterness 
that the expansion of Long Eaton was not hindered by the complexity of 
a small-town economy or by the tradition of a social hierarchy. 

The decline of Donington as a small market town was a gradual pro
cess, the conversion of a community of highly specialised and skilled craftsmen 
by the infiltration of new methods of production and by the use of new 
methods of transport. Until the first World War and the introduction of 
motor-bus routes to carry housewives to larger to'A''11S, Castle Donington 
was still a fairly prosperous shopping centre. 

One interesting feature of its declining fortunes was the expansion of 
an existing trade, which acquired in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
century a new importance, the craft of basket-making. It was not the pro
duction of machine-made goods which maintained Donington's reputation, 
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as many had hoped it would, but a traditional manual skill which had been 
practised in Donington for generations before the period of its prosperity. 
At one time over roo men were employed making baskets; their chief pro
ducts were "picnics" (which were used by railwaymen and mine-workers 
to carry their "snap"), cradles and strike hampers. The great demand for 
shell-baskets during the 1914-1918 War supplied the craft with one last 
period of activity. 

The rural hierarchy, by sheer chance, lost something of its economic 
basis. In the days of the first Marquess of Hastings, it had been an honour 
and a steady source of profit for a Donington tradesman to supply the great 
men.age of Donington Hall with goods; in the days of the profligate fourth 
Marquess, it had been a risk worth taking, however long it might be before 
his debts were honoured. The Hall had been a regular customer, willing to 
pay for the best quality, and had always attracted into the town other 
customers, the retainers, friends and· relations of the Hastings family. But 
Charles Abney-Hastings, when he was left a widower by the death of Lady 
Edith in 1874, had neither the fortune nor the taste to continue this 
tradition. Though the town enjoyed a little reflected glory when he was 
created Baron Donington in 1880 for his services to the Conservative party, 
it never had the pleasure of supplying the needs of a generous patron or of 
working for the maintenance of a prosperous estate. 

In his later years Lord Donington lived almost like a recluse, and was 
superseded as leader of social functions by people of lower standing. He 
was converted to the Roman Catholic faith in 1890.75 One of his daughters, 
who later married the Duke of Norfolk, carried out the duty of visiting 
some of his richer tenants, like the Bywaters of the Hall Farm, but the 
· only hospitality which the unexpected visitor to the Hall might expect was 
a glass of beer and a piece of cake from the housekeeper. The carriages and 
the servants of the ladies and gentlemen of High Street were in good style, 
and their card parties were more important functions than dinner at the 
Hall. The family circle of the late George Trussel Eaton, the brewer of 
Cavendish Bridge, was the social elite of the place, and even the Park estate 
agent, J. G. Shields, was more important in local politics than Lord 
Donington himself. 

The displacement of the Hall from the centre of the town's economy 
was certainly a factor contributing to its decline. Local legend accuses Lord 
Donington of a more positive influence. As the chief landowner, he voiced 
the opinion of many of his fellows in refusing to sell land for industrial 
development. It is, for example, rumoured that the chief reason for the 
closing down of the plaster grinding and flour mills at King's Mills, on 
Donington Park Estate, was not economic difficulty, but Lord Donington's 
refusal to renew the leases after many employees at the mills were suspected 
of poaching in the Park. 

A group of men with a more progressive frame of mind, making a last 
effort to revive manufacture, in 1895 formed the Castle Donington New 
Industries Company Ltd. This company built a factory, tenanted by 
Messrs. Gibsons, hosiers, of Nottingham. Little building was done between 
1890 and 1930. During the 1920s, a great deal of old property was con
demped and destroyed, thus making the modern eye wonder how so large a 
number of people in the early nineteenth century could have lived in the 
small area round the centre of the village. 
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V 

What conclusions can be drawn from this short sketch of a small town 
whose community life contained such a rich variety of experience? Firstly, 
its industry and trade as a market town depended on good communications 
by road and by water. Secondly, the richness of its social life was enhanced 
by the presence of an old aristocratic family, and a large Hall. Thirdly, its 
decline was due both to its failure to secure early railway communications 
and to its traditional social structure. For further industrial expansion its 
social order would have had to be changed, and the rural hierarchy was 
anything but flexible. The social order placed certain limits on its expan
sion which it did not break. Castle Donington might be described as "the 
town that could not grow up". 

Today it has neither the advantages of a town nor those of a rural 
village, but has become a dormitory for workers in Long Eaton, Notting
ham, Derby, and Loughborough. Since 1947, when the project was 
first accepted by the Rural District Council, its hopes for expansion have 
been centred on the large power-station which the British Electricity 
Authority is constructing, and the recent increase in population, which now 
surpasses the figure of the 1841 census, is chiefly due to an influx of labour 
for this work. Beside this colossal investment of capital the former market
town trade pales into insignificance, and as a source of employment, par
ticularly important now that the Ordnance Depot which the War Office 
maintained in Donington Park is to close, the power station will engage 
almost as many able-bodied men as the town contained at the height of its 
prosperity. New opportunities are being presented which might alter the 
whole nature of the place. 

The survivals of early nineteenth-century Castle Donington often look 
squalid now. Sometimes a house is given a new coat of paint and the 
interior is modernised, but gradually the core of the village is being deserted 
for more valuable property on the outskirts. It will not be long before the 
old streets are altered out of all recognition, and it is therefore perhaps 
fitting that some account should be given of a remarkable period of 
prosperity before a new generation grows up who will have no such 
memorials. 
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The Log-books of Castle Donington Parochial School. (In the possession of 
the School Managers.) 

The Dalby Family Papers (in the possession of Commander R. Dalby, Castle 
Donington). This collection has been divided into three parts: 
I. Letters and papers of the Rev. John Dalby (177r-1852). 
2. Letters and papers of Thomas Dalby, senior (1743-1817), and 

Thomas, junior (1768-1849). 
3. Letters and papers of the Rev. Robert Blunt (1808-84), who in 

1853 took the surname Dalby. 

NOTES 

1. Potter, Rambles round Loughborough, 82. 
2. Willan, River Navigation in England, 42-5, n6-7. 
3. Hist. MSS. Comm., Cowper, ii. 206-7. 
4. Thorpe, The Roby Family, 36-7. 
5. Public Record Office: Home Office Papers, H.O. 107 / 594. 
6. The Torrington Diaries, ed. C. B. Andrews (1934-8), ii. 74. 
7. Glover's Directory of Derbyshire (1829), 97. 
8. Trans. Leics. Arch. Soc., xxvii. 97. 
9. Pigot's Directory of Leics. (1835), II5. 
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u. Drake's Directory of Leics. (1861), 216. 
13. Public Record Office: Nat. Census Schedules, 1841. 
14. Gas. Donington Weekly Express, 14 Oct. 1859. 
15. II Geo. II, c. 33; 33 Geo. II, c. 41. 
16. 1ournals of the House of Commons, xxxvi. 737. 
17. Leics. County Record Office: Copy of Cas. Donington Enclosure Award. 
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18. Leics. County Record Office: Land-tax Assessments. 
19. Cas. Donington Parish Registers. 
20. Felkin, Hist. of Machine-wrought Hosiery, 331-55, 376-9. 
21. Ibid., 465. 
22. Roy. Comm. on Framework Knitters: Parl. Papers, 1845, xv. 325, 329. 
23. Public Record Office: Nat. Census Schedules, 1851, H.O. 107/2140. 
24. Log-books of Cas. Donington Parochial School. 
25. For a list, see "Sources". 
26. Vicar's note in Parish Registers (Burials). 
27. Leics. County Record Office: Copy of Cas. Donington Enclosure Award. 
28. Trans. Leics. Atch. Soc., xxvii. 45. 
29. British Museum Newspaper Library. 
30. Public Record Office: Nat. Census Schedules, 1851. 
31. Harvey, A. W. Harrison, 4-5. 
32. See Diet. Nat. Biog. 
33. An account-book is in the possession of the Parochial School Managers. 
34. G.E.C., Complete Peerage. 
35. Gas. Donington Telegraph, 20 Jan., 1861. 
36. Ibid., 21 Mar. 1863. 
37. Ibid., 25 July 1863. 
38. Ibid., 15 Aug. 1863. 
39. Ibid., 19 Dec. 1863. 
40. The Field, I4 Nov. 1868; Baily's Mag., xi. 279-8r. 
41. The Times, I9 July 1864. 
42. Ibid., 20 Aug. 1864. 
43. Gas. Donington Telegraph, 20 Aug. 1864; The Times, II Nov. I868. 
44. The Field, r4 Nov. r868. 
45. Illus. London News, 18 Mar. 1893. 
46. Ibid. 
47. G.E.C., Complete Peerage. 
48. Dalby Family Papers. 
49. T. Moore, Memoirs, i. u9. 
50. Ibid., v. 2IO-II. 
51. Clayton, Gas. Donington Baptist Sunday School, 3I. 
52. Gas. Donington Telegraph, 2I Oct. r865. 
53. The Times, 16 Nov. 1868. 
54. White's Directory of Leics. (1846), 341-2. 
55. Dalby Family Papers. 
56. Information from Secretary of the Law Society. 
57. Glover's Directory of Derbyshire (1829), 47. 
58. Gas. Donington Telegraph, 22 Dec. 1860. 
59. Gas. Donington Weekly Express, 2 Oct. 1858. 
60. Gas. Donington Telegraph, 13 July 1867. 
61. Clayton, Gas. Donington Baptist Sunday School. 
62. Ibid., 44. 
63. Pigot's Directory of Leics. (1835), u5-7. 
64. Gas. Donington Telegraph, 17 Nov. 1860. 
65. Ibid., 28 Jan. 1865. 
66. Ibid., I June 1861. 
67. Gas. Donington Weekly Express, 16 Oct. 1858. 
68. Roy. Comm. 011 Poor Law: Parl. Papers, 1834, xxix. 9I. 
69. Gas. Donington Telegraph, 2 Jan. 1864. 
70. Roy. Comm. on Framework Knitters: Ptrrl. Papers, 1845, xv. 
71. Felkin, Hist. of Machine-wrought Hosiery, 385, 399. 
72. Gas. Donington Weekly Express, 20 Aug. 1859, 
73. Cas. Donington Telegraph, II Oct. and 12 Dec. 1862. 
74. Ibid., 27 Dec. 1862. 
75. G.E.C., Complete Peerage. 

Plates I-VII are from photographs supplied by John Greenwood and the late 
Theodore Routh. 


